Who is wise, and will keep these things, and understand the mercies of Jehovah? (Ps. 107:43)
AC 6637:2. Its being called the church is not from the fact that the Word is there, and that there are doctrinal things from it, nor from the fact that the Lord is known there, and that the sacraments are there; but it is the church from the fact that men live according to the Word, or according to doctrine from the Word, and so that the doctrine is the rule of life.

- - 1 - -
PP vss. 1-3:  A new church, which the Lord has redeemed. 11, 17

AR 281:2. [This] passage… proves that Jehovah and the Lord are one; and since they are one and not two, that the Lord from eternity, who is Jehovah Himself, by the assumption of the Human, is the Redeemer and Savior. This is evident from… Psalm 107:2…. [also AR 613:3]
AE 328:13. “The redeemed of Jehovah” means those who are delivered from evil; “whom He has redeemed out of the hand of the distressing enemy” means those whom He has freed from falsities.

AC 3708:5. In Psalm 107:3-4... “From the east and from the west” denotes those who are in ignorance of good; “from the north and from the sea,” those who are in ignorance of truth. 
- - 2 - -
PP v.4-8: They are in falsities of ignorance, but in a desire for truth and good. 11

AC 8. The second state is when a distinction is made between those things which are the Lord’s, and those which are proper to man. The things which are the Lord’s are called in the Word “remains” and here are especially knowledges of faith, which have been learned from infancy, and which are stored up, and are not manifested until the man comes into this state. At the present day this state seldom exists without temptation, misfortune, or sorrow, by which the things of the body and the world, that is, such as are proper to man, are brought into quiescence, and as it were die. Thus the things which belong to the external man are separated from those which belong to the internal man. In the internal man are the remains, stored up by the Lord unto this time, and for this use.

AR 546:4. That by “a wilderness” is signified a state of temptation, in which man is as it were without truths, because he is surrounded by evil spirits who induce temptation, and then as it were deprive him of truths, appears from… Ps. 107:4-7…

Psalm 107

1. Confess ye to Jehovah, for He is good; for His mercy is to eternity.
2. The redeemed of Jehovah shall say it, whom He has redeemed from the hand of the adversary,
3. and brought them together out of the lands, from the sunrise and from the sunset, from the north and from the sea
.
4. They strayed in the wilderness, on a way in the solitude; they found no city for a dwelling.
5. Hungry, also thirsty, their soul was overwhelmed within them.

6. And they cried to Jehovah in their adversity; He rescued them from their anguish. 

AE 223. In Psalm 107:4, 5, 7… “To wander in the wilderness and in loneliness of way,” is to be in want of the knowledges of truth and good; “not to find a city of habitation” means not to find 
the doctrine of truth according to which they may live; “the hungry and thirsty” are those who have a longing to know good and truth; “to lead them into a straight way, that they might go to a city of habitation” is to lead them into genuine truth, and into the doctrine of life. 

AE 730:37. (Ps. 107:4-7) This was said in general of those who have been redeemed, and in particular of the sons of Israel in the wilderness, and these words describe the temptations of those who are being regenerated by the Lord. “The city of habitation which they did not find” signifies the doctrine of life which constitutes the church in man. And as the church is formed in man by a life according to doctrine when temptations have been passed through, it is said that “Jehovah led them in a way of straightness that they might go to a city of habitation.” The lack of truth even to despair, and yet desire for it, is signified by “they were hungry and thirsty, so that their soul fainted in the way.”
- - 3 - -
PP vss. 9-15: They are in ignorance and in lack of truth. 11
AC 9. The third state is that of repentance, in which the man, from his internal man, speaks piously and devoutly, and brings forth goods, like works of charity, but which nevertheless are inanimate, because he thinks they are from himself.

AE 386:19. “To satisfy the longing soul, and to fill with good the hungry soul,” applies to those who long for truths and goods, “the longing soul” signifying those who long for truths, and “the hungry soul” those who long for goods.

7. And He made them tread in a straight way, to go to a city for a dwelling.
8. Let them confess to Jehovah His mercy, and His wonders for the sons of man
! 
9. For He satisfies the craving soul, and the hungry soul He fills with good.

10. Some were sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, bound in affliction and iron, 

11. because they rebelled against the sayings of God, and disdained the counsel of the Most High.

AC 5376. ...How the case is with the desolation of the natural, or the deprivation of truth there…must be told again. The man who is born within the church, from earliest childhood learns from the Word and from the doctrinal things of the church what the truth of faith is, and also what the good of charity is. But when he grows up to manhood he begins either to confirm or to deny in himself the truths of faith that he has learned; for he then looks at these truths with his own sight, and thereby causes them either to be made his own or else to be rejected; for nothing can become one’s own that is not acknowledged of one’s own insight, that is, which the man does not know to be so from himself, and not from somebody else; and therefore the truths learned from childhood enter no further into the man’s life than the first entrance, from which they can either be admitted more interiorly, or else be cast out. 

AC 5376:2. With those who are being regenerated, that is, who the Lord foresees will suffer themselves to be regenerated, these truths are greatly multiplied, for these people are in the affection of knowing truths; but when they come nearer to the very act of regeneration, they are as it were deprived of these truths, for these are drawn 

inward, and then the man appears to be in desolation. Nevertheless, as regeneration goes on, these truths are successively let back into the natural, and are there conjoined with good.
 
- - 4 - -
PP vss.16-21 = They have no spiritual nourishment, although they will have it through the Word. 11

AC 10. The fourth state is when the man becomes affected with love, and illuminated by faith. He indeed previously discoursed piously, and brought forth goods, but he did so in consequence of the temptation and straitness under which he labored, and not from faith and charity; wherefore faith and charity are now enkindled in his internal man. 
AC 3469:2. Man is regenerated as to the rational before he is regenerated as to the natural, because the natural is altogether in the world, and in the natural as in a plane man's thought and will are founded. This is the reason why during regeneration man observes a combat between his rational or internal man and his natural or external man; and why his external man is regenerated much later, and likewise with much greater difficulty, than his internal man. For that which is nearer to the world and nearer to the body cannot be easily constrained to render obedience to the internal man; but only after considerable length of time and by means of many new states into which the man is introduced, which are states of self-acknowledgment, and of acknowledgment of the Lord, that is, of one’s own wretchedness, and of the Lord’s mercy; thus states of humiliation resulting from temptation combats.

AC 9496:3. As the staves by which the ark was carried signified power, so also did the staves or bars by which the gates of cities were fastened….

12. And He humbled their heart with labor; they stumbled and there was none to help.

13. And they cried to Jehovah in their adversity; He saved them from their anguish.
14. He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and pulled off their bonds.

15. Let them confess to Jehovah His mercy, and His wonders for the sons of man!
16. For He has broken the doors of bronze, and hewn off the bars of iron.
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AC 9987:3. That in the supreme sense “the Word” is the Lord as to Divine truth, or what is the same, that “the Word” means the Divine truth proceeding from the Lord, is evident from Ps. 107:19, 20.

AC 9987. …A “word” signifies Divine truth, and hence a law of order…. In the general sense a “word” signifies an utterance of the mouth, or a speech; and as a speech is a thought of the mind uttered by means of words, therefore a “word” signifies the thing that is being thought. And because of this, in the original tongue, everything that really exists and is anything is called a “word.” But in an eminent sense the “Word” is Divine truth, for the reason that everything which really exists and which is anything is from Divine truth.

AC 4728:8. … “from their pits” means from falsities.

AC 4728. …That “pits” are falsities, is because men who have been in principles of falsity are after death kept awhile under the lower earth, until falsities have been removed from them, and as it were rejected to the sides. These places are called “pits,” and those who go into them are such as must be in vastation…. It is for this reason that by “pits” in the abstract sense, are signified falsities. The lower earth is next under the feet and the region round about for a short distance. Here are most people after death, before they are taken up into heaven. This earth is also frequently mentioned in the Word. Beneath it are the places of vastation, which are called “pits,” and below them and all around for a considerable extent, are hells. 

AC 3880:4. … “Confession” has reference to the celestial of love, for it is distinguished from terms that belong to the spiritual of love; for it is said “confession and the voice of singing,” “confession and the voice of them that make merry,” “I will confess unto Thee among the nations, and I will sing psalms unto Thee among the peoples,” “confession” and “confessing” being celestial, and the “voice of singing,” the “voice of them that make merry and sing psalms,” being spiritual expressions.… For in the Word, with the Prophets, two expressions for the most part occur, one having reference to the celestial or good, and the other to the spiritual or truth, in order that there may be a Divine marriage in every part of the Word, thus a marriage of good and truth… From this it is also manifest that “confession” involves the celestial of love; and that genuine confession, or that which is from the heart, can only be from good; the confession which is from truth being called the “voice of singing, the voice of them that make merry, and that sing psalms.”
17. The stupid, because
 of the way of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted;

18. their soul abominates all food, and they reach even to the gates of death.

19. And they cried to Jehovah in their adversity; 
He saved them from their anguish.
20. He sends His Word, and heals them, and causes them to escape from their pits
.
21. Let them confess to Jehovah His mercy, and His wonders for the sons of man. 

22. And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of confession, and recount His deeds with singing aloud.

- - 5 - -
PP vss. 22-31: When they were in knowledges [cognitiones], they were admitted into temptations, and preserved. 11
AC 11. The fifth state is when the man discourses from faith, and thereby confirms himself in truth and good: the things then produced by him are animate.
AR 406. ... “Ships” signify the knowledges of good and truth from the Word serving for the use of life. That these are signified by “ships” is because ships cross the sea, and bring back the necessities which are for the natural man for every use; and the knowledges of good and truth are the necessities which are for the spiritual man for every use of it, for from them is the doctrine of the church, and according to this is life. “Ships” signify these knowledges, because they are containers; and in many places in the Word the container is taken for the thing contained, as a cup for wine, a platter for food, the tabernacle and the temple for the holy things in them, the ark for the law, the altars for worship, and so on.

AE 514:12. “They that go down to the sea in ships, that do work in many waters,” signify those who intensely study the doctrine of truth from the Word. “These see the deeds of Jehovah and His wonders in the deep,” signifies that they understand the truths and goods of heaven and the church, and the hidden things thereof, “the deeds of Jehovah” meaning all things of the Word that perfect man, all of which have reference to truth and good, and “the wonders in the deep” meaning the hidden things of intelligence and wisdom.

AE 419:23. (Ps. 107:23, 25, 29). This treats of temptations and of the deliverance from them. “The wind of the tempest,” and thus “the waves of the sea lifted up,” signify temptations; and as spiritual temptations come through falsities breaking into the thoughts, which is the source of remorse of conscience and grief of mind and spirit, these are signified by “the wind of the tempest stood, and He raised up its waves on high.” Deliverance from them is signified by “He made the tempest to stand still, that the waves might be hushed.”
AC 1072. They are called “drunkards” who believe nothing but what they apprehend, and for this reason search into the mysteries of faith. And because this is done by means of sensuous things, either of memory or of philosophy, man being what he is, cannot but fall thereby into errors. For man’s thought is merely earthly, corporeal, and material, because it is from earthly, corporeal, and material things, which cling constantly to it, and in which the ideas of his thought are based and terminated. To think and reason therefore from these concerning Divine things, is 
(22. And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of confession, and recount His deeds with singing aloud.)

23. They who go down to the sea in ships, doing business in many waters,
24. these see the deeds of Jehovah, and His wonders in the depths.

25. And He speaks, and makes the wind of the tempest to stand up, and makes its waves high.

26. They go up to the heavens, they go down to the abysses; their soul is dissolved by evil.

27. They reel and sway as one drunken, and all their wisdom is swallowed up.
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to bring oneself into errors and perversions; and it is as impossible to procure faith in this way as for a camel to go through the eye of a needle. The error and insanity from this source are called in the Word “drunkenness.” Indeed the souls or spirits who in the other life reason about the truths of faith and against them, become like drunken men and act like them; concerning whom, of the Lord’s Divine mercy hereafter. 
AC 1072:2. Spirits are perfectly well distinguished from each other, as to whether they are in the faith of charity or not. Those who are in the faith of charity do not reason about the truths of faith, but say that the thing is so, and also as far as possible confirm it by things of sense and of memory, and by the analysis of reason; but as soon as anything obscure comes in their way the truth of which they do not perceive, they defer it, and never suffer such a thing to bring them into doubt, saying that there are but very few things they can apprehend, and therefore to think that anything is not true because they do not apprehend it, would be madness. These are they who are in charity. But—on the contrary—those who are not in the faith of charity desire merely to reason whether a thing be so, and to know how it is, saying that unless they can know how it is, they cannot believe it to be so. From this alone they are known at once as being in no faith, a mark of which is that they not only doubt concerning all things, but also deny in their hearts; and when they are instructed how the case is, they still cling to their disbelief and start all kinds of objections, and never acquiesce, were it to eternity. Those who thus persist in their contumacy heap errors upon errors. [See also AR 721.]
AC 6524:2. …That “elders” signified the chief things of wisdom, and “old men,” wisdom, is plain from… Ps. 107:32, where the “assembly of the people” denotes those who are in the truths that belong to intelligence, “assembly” and also “people” being predicated of truths… and the “sitting-together of the elders” denotes those who are in good, which is of wisdom; for wisdom is of life, thus of good, but intelligence is of knowledges, thus of truth….

- - 6 and 7 - -
PP v. 33-34, 39-40 = Song in praise of the Lord, that those who were of the devastated church have been rejected, 16, 3
, 

v. 35-38, 41-43 = and that those who are of the new church have been accepted, with whom truths and goods will be multiplied. 11
28. And they cried to Jehovah in their adversity, and He brought them out of their anguish.
29. He raises the tempest to stillness, and its waves are hushed.
30. And they are glad, for they are calm; and He leads them to the haven of their delight.
31. Let them confess to Jehovah His mercy, and His wonders for the sons of man!

32. And let them exalt Him in the assembly of the people, and praise Him in the seat of the elders.
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AR 547e. It is certain that the New Church, which is the New Jerusalem, will exist, because it is foretold in Revelation (chapters 21-22); and it is also certain that the falsities of the former church are first to be removed, because they are what it treats of in Revelation as far as chapter 20. 

Life 18. III. IN PROPORTION AS A MAN SHUNS EVILS AS SINS, IN THE SAME PROPORTION HE DOES GOODS, NOT FROM HIMSELF BUT FROM THE LORD.
AC 12. The sixth state is when, from faith, and thence from love, he speaks what is true, and does what is good…. And as he then begins to act at once and together from both faith and love, he becomes a spiritual man, who is called an “image.” His spiritual life is delighted and sustained by such things as belong to the knowledges of faith, and to works of charity, which are called his “food;” and his natural life is delighted and sustained by those which belong to the body and the senses; on account of which a combat arises, until love gains the dominion, and he becomes a celestial man.

AC 2708:4. ...Here the regeneration of those who are in ignorance of truth, or the Gentiles, and the enlightenment and instruction of those who are in desolation, are treated of; the “wilderness” is predicated of these....

AC 2708:2. …In the Word a “wilderness” signifies what is little inhabited and cultivated, and also signifies what is not at all inhabited and cultivated, and is thus used in a twofold sense. Where it signifies what is little inhabited and cultivated, or where there are few habitations, folds of flocks, pastures, and waters, it signifies what has relatively little life and light – as what is spiritual, or those who are spiritual, in comparison with what is celestial, or those who are celestial. But where it signifies what is not inhabited or cultivated at all, or where there are no habitations, folds of flocks, pastures, or waters, it signifies those who are in vastation as to good and in desolation as to truth.
AC 2708. …The signification of “wilderness” [is] that which has little vitality… here what is obscure, but relatively. By what is relatively obscure is meant the state of the spiritual church relatively to the state of the celestial church, or the state of those who are spiritual relatively to that of those who are celestial. The celestial are in the affection of good, the spiritual in the affection of truth. The celestial have perception, but the spiritual a dictate of conscience. To the celestial the Lord appears as a Sun, but to the spiritual as a Moon… The celestial have light from the Lord, giving both sight and the perception of good and truth, like the light of day from the sun, while the spiritual have light from the Lord like the light of night from the moon, and thus they are in relative obscurity.  

The reason is that the celestial are in love to the Lord, and thus in the Lord’s life itself; but the spiritual are in charity toward the neighbor and in faith, and thus in the Lord’s life indeed, but 

33. He makes
 rivers into a wilderness….
more obscurely. Hence it is that the celestial never reason about faith and its truths, but being in perception of truth from good, they say that it is so; whereas the spiritual speak and reason concerning the truths of faith, because they are in the conscience of good from truth; and also because with the celestial the good of love has been implanted in their will part, where the chief life of man is, but with the spiritual in their intellectual part, where the secondary life of man is; this is the reason why the spiritual are in what is relatively obscure….
AE 730:17. “The rivers that are made into a wilderness” signify intelligence from the understanding of truth and also of the Word in its interior sense, that has been devastated by falsities from evil; “rivers” meaning such things as belong to intelligence, and “wilderness” meaning where these things are absent, and in their place are falsities from evil. “The outgoings of water” that are turned into “dryness” signify that the lowest things of the understanding, which are called the knowledges of truth and good, have no light of truth or spiritual affection of truth; “waters” signify truths, “dryness” deprivation of these from the absence of light and affection, and “outgoings” the ultimates of truth, like the truths of the sense of the letter of the Word. 
AR 546:2. That by “a wilderness” is signified the church devastated, or in which all the truths of the Word are falsified, such as it was among the Jews in the Lord’s time, appears from... Ps. 107:33-34.... That such also is the state of the church at this day, may be seen below (n. 566).

AE 370:17e. “The land of fruit that shall be made into saltiness” signifies the good of love and of life deeply vastated by falsities; “saltiness” meaning the devastation of truth by falsities; and as all devastation by falsities comes from the evil of the life it is added, “for the wickedness of them that dwell therein.”
AC 1666:2. … “the Salt Sea” signifies the falsities which burst forth from the cupidities; for there cannot possibly be any cupidity that does not produce falsities. The life of cupidities may be likened to a coal fire, and the falsities to the obscure light from it. As there cannot be fire without light, so neither can there be cupidity without falsity. All cupidity is of some foul love; for that which is loved is desired [cupitur], and hence is called cupidity, and in cupidity itself there is the love in question in its continuity. Whatever favors or assents to this love or cupidity is called falsity. 

AC 1666:3. As cupidities and falsities are what vastate or lay waste man, that is, deprive him of all the life of the love of good, and of the affection of truth, vastation is described in many passages by “saltiness.” As in... Ps. 107:33-34....

33. He makes rivers into a wilderness, and the outgoings of waters into a thirsty ground,
34. a land of fruit into a salty place, from the evil of them who dwell there.
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AC 2455:4. ...a “fruitful land made into a salty one” denotes the vastation of good in truth.

AC 2455:2. As most things in the Word have a double sense, namely, the genuine sense and its opposite, so also has “salt.” In the genuine sense it signifies the affection of truth; in the opposite sense, the vastation of the affection of truth, that is, of good in truth. 

- - 7 - -
AE 386:21. Ps. 107:35-37: The meaning of these words is… that those who are ignorant of the knowledges of truth and yet desire to know them shall be enriched and abundantly supplied with them; for “Jehovah turns the wilderness into a pool of water” signifies that in place of ignorance of truth there shall be abundance of truth, “wilderness” meaning when there is ignorance of truth, and “a pool of waters” abundance of it. “To turn a land of drought into a springing forth of waters” signifies the like in the natural man, for “a land of drought” means where there is ignorance of truth, “the springing forth of waters” is abundance, the natural man is “the springing forth,” and “waters” are truths. “There He makes the hungry to dwell” signifies those who desire truth, “to dwell” meaning to live, and “the hungry” those who desire. “That they may prepare a city of habitation” signifies that they form for themselves a doctrine of life, “city” meaning doctrine, and “habitation” life. “That they may sow fields and plant vineyards, and make fruit of increase,” signifies to receive truths, to understand them, and to do them: “to sow fields” meaning to be instructed and to receive truths; “to plant vineyards” meaning to receive truths in the understanding, that is, in the spirit, for “vineyards” mean spiritual truths; therefore “to plant” them means to receive them spiritually, that is, to understand them; “to make fruit of increase” means to do them and to receive goods, for “fruits” are the deeds and goods of charity.
AC 9272:8. As with the Israelitish and Jewish people all things were representative of things heavenly and Divine, so also were the fields, and their produce; likewise the vineyards, oliveyards, and all plantings; as also herds and oxen, and the mountains, hills, valleys, rivers, and all other things that were presented before their senses. From this also it was that they were enriched with such things when they kept and did the statutes and judgments, according to the promises in the Word throughout….

AE 650:11. This entire psalm treats of the Lord’s coming and of redemption by Him. That they will then have truths, by which the church will be implanted in them, is signified by “They shall sow fields and plant vineyards.” That in consequence they will have the goods of the church, and thence truths will increase, is signified by “they shall make fruit of increase,” and by 

35. He makes
 a wilderness into a pool of waters, and an arid land into outgoings of waters,

36. and there He makes the hungry to dwell
, and they prepare a city of dwelling.
37. And they sow fields and plant vineyards, and make fruit of increase.

38. And He blesses them, and they are multiplied exceedingly; and their beasts He makes not a few.
“Jehovah shall bless them so that they shall be multiplied exceedingly.” That then every good affection of the natural man will remain with them is signified by “He shall not make their beasts few.” That otherwise these affections would be destroyed by evils is signified by “they are few and bowed down because of the vehemence of evil and sorrow.”
- - 7 - -
(repeated: v. 35-38, 41-43 = and that those who are of the new church have been accepted, with whom truths and goods will be multiplied. 11)
AC 587:2. The mercy of Jehovah, or of the Lord, includes everything that is done by the Lord toward mankind, who are in such a state that the Lord has mercy on them, each one according to his state; thus He has mercy on the state of him whom He permits to be punished, and He also has mercy on him to whom He grants the enjoyment of good. It is of mercy to be punished, because mercy turns all the evil of punishment into good; and it is of mercy to grant the enjoyment of good, because no one merits anything that is good, For all mankind are evil, and of himself everyone would rush into hell, wherefore it is of mercy that he is delivered from there; nor is it anything but mercy, inasmuch as He has need of no man. Mercy has its name from the fact that it delivers man from miseries
 and from hell. Thus it is called mercy in respect to mankind, because they are in such a state of misery, and it is the effect of love toward them all, because all are so.
Have a gentile’s humility and love for the Word:
TCR 387. … An angelic spirit said to me… “There is a palace here, which we call the Temple of Wisdom; but no one can see it who believes himself to be very wise, still less one who believes that he is wise enough, and even less one who believes himself to be wise from himself.”
The promises of the New Church are fulfilled as we are regenerated, as described in Psalm 107:

Coronis 1. LIII. In this New Church there will be spiritual peace, glory, and internal blessedness of life, as is also proved from the Word of both Testaments.

CL 534. …Love truly conjugial with its delights is from the Lord only, and is given to those who live according to His commandments. Thus it is given to those who are received into the Lord’s New Church.
- - 6 - -
39. But they are few and bowed down from the constraint of evil and sorrow.
40. He spills out despising upon the nobles
, and causes them to go astray in what is void
,  where there is no way
.
41. But He sets the needy on high away from affliction, and makes families as a flock.

42. The upright shall see and be glad; and all perversity shall shut its mouth tightly.
43. Who is wise, and will keep these things, and understand the mercies of Jehovah?
� This font is used to show that this passage does not quote or cite Psalm 107.


� 11 = A new church in place of the former.  17 = Redemption and salvation by the Lord.


� ים= sea, not ימין    south= 


� adam (homo) throughout this psalm 


                     2 


� Although this passage does not refer to Ps. 107, it quotes Zephaniah 1:15 where the same Hebrew word is used as is translated “anguish” in verses 6, 13, 19 & 28.


� Literally from, twice in this verse


� Or ditches                                                  4


� 16 = Celebration and worship of the Lord.   3 = The church totally devastated, and its rejection.  11 = A new church in place of the former.  


� Literally, sets                                             7


� Literally, sets


� Or sit, twice in this verse                       9


� The Latin word for mercy is misericordia, or sadness of heart. 


� Or willing ones


� That is, an empty wasteland


� Or road                                                   10





